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Tlie effective date of the nev/ definition of "area of production" as this 

term is used to describe exenpt operations under the Fair Labor Standards Act was 

postponed today frcm October 1, 1940, to Deceraber 1, 1940, insofar as it affects 

the haridlintj, packing a.nd preparing in their raw or natural state of apples and 

pears. (Federal Register, September 12, 1940.) The poatponeraent, made by Colonel 

Philip B. Flemilng, Adrrdnistrator of the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department 

of Labor, v/as ordered because evidence has been presented to him indicating that 

October 1st v/ould occur duidng a period of peal: activi'by connected vdth the pack­

ing of apples and pears. . • ' •; >, -

It v.'as the aim of the '-lage -and Hour Division to maice the effective date of 

the change in definition, affecting the packing and canning of perishable or 

seasonal fresh fruits and vegetables, come at a tim.e of corrparative inactivity. 

When the exception in the case of apples and pears was brought to the Adirdnis­

trator's attention, the postponement for -these commoddties was granted. 

The present defirdtion, v-ddch e2:empts establisl'iments operated within ten 

miles of the place v/here the product packed is obtained if the establishment is 

located in the open country or a rural community of less than 2,500 inlriabitants, 

will continue in effect until December 1, 1940, in the apple and pear packing 

industry. After that date only those establishments employing tern persons or 

less vdll bo regarded as v/ithin the "area of production." Tho nev/ definition 

will becorae effective for all othor commodities on October 1st, as announced 

heretofore, • 
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